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Informal Comments ~ (X Cover
(Plan #4 OXC 0661-60)

1. Use of the title "Flight Test Center for Advanced Propulsion Develop-
ment™ will eause rach speculation and inquiry from ARG headquarters and
from the Propulsion Labs at WADD. The ARDC 1s set up to perform all Alr
Force flight test. The workload at all ARDC flipght bases has baen de-
creasing, and to establish & new base at this time might jeopardise the
overall sover story. The term "Advanced Propulsion" not under the cog-
nisance of the labs at WADD will cause much concern and investigation by
the long sstablished “empires.m

2. 7he "advenced engine” would imply sither rocket engines or nuclear
enginss. Rocket engines are being used daily at the missile sites and do
not require such isclation. The alluding to a ruclear engine has been
negated by the recent anncuncement by President Kennedy of cancsling the
nuclear engin® peogram. Appraxcimately four years age, a somplete survey
of the western U.5, was made by the Adr Force nuclear engine project off-
ice of WADD. It was decided that the only feasible location was the
southern edge of the dry lake bed of Ndwards AFB. The need for isolation
for safeiy considerations does not reasonably apply. Ome nuolear engine
has been tested by Convair under an Alr Foree ccntract. All installation,
malntenance, and flisht test was acoosplished at the Convalr plant at Ft.
Worth, Tems. UOther engines (rem jets, turbofans, ote.) do not require
such isclation.

3. Do not use the tern "pyrophorie fuel.™ Such & fuasl is not feasible
in an air breathing engine and most sertainly would never be approved fy
FAA for commercial use, The is no established need for a secret fuel base
since ?é: visual sizhting of any fuel does not compremise the chemical
conpos Ofe

L Aangtotheﬁ-?ﬂualX~l5dennOtmpnﬁ&!tﬁthm
recent cut back by President Kemnedy and the world wide press releases of
i~15 results of an 'almost' wnelassified program.

Se Anaerialphctegmphof&hebme:er;muremumadpmbﬂly

reveal that the base is not ons for fusl testing dus to the lack of fuel
storage facilities. The storage tanks will be few, large, and grouped,

Lluculd imagine such storage to be magy, small, seperated tanks.

6« Ho reference should be made to the use of non-wetalic surfaces for high
speed alreraft, Ablative techniques are required during some missile re-
entries for heat dissapation and braking sction of the inbreased drag.

Such resulis are not hte goals of high speed atlreraft. The AF-12 will not
have such plastic {illers and surfaces.
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2. “hen the announcement is made of the TL-19% 3 m made
idwards for Alr Foree testing, the nsed to keZ; ﬁ S?rea" apmth:: been ko
lost. Further, as in paragraph 1, it will be alnost impossibls to
;bymdmdsawwiﬁedmfom test pllots were not used in the first

8s The larger ruwmay and larger lake bed at “dwards offor a nore

;est facility for all three coneepts in the classified covepr stoxv?uiat;lblo
provicus mammed cxperimental aireraft (including vy prosrans) have been
conducted there. The base will be wsed for the recovery of the Dyna Soar
vehicles. The pepple in a position to require rore knowledge than the gen-
sral mublie probally will not accept such a storv. '

9« Two other points should be ineluded in the cover plan or provid
A ; T

in the future. The development of the airframe and engine 1spebvi£1§°§n
extremwly esxpensive venture. The cost of the prosran is
financed development. As such, an explamation must
government action of single sourse procurement withoul prior bidding oppor-
s of capeting for the
nmumer of the sams type of aireraft as experimnt&lwgéslm Gen:mny only
one to three are produced. This large nusber of experimental aimmft:
manufactured by Lockheed, tested in secrecy at Watertowmn, lead to the con-
gugi.ﬁ of :. Uuﬁwfell?v-on aireraft. The U-2 is stfll too much $n the news

Tee the two. Dus to past negotiations, the interested onne
Convalr, Fi. Worth, will know the everall Mt&aﬁm. por Lat

10. It may be redundant to state that I believe the conce

‘ g s I pt of the cover
plan would be greatly enhanced if the entire 3 - TANg~—
ferrved now to idwards AFB, Califormia. cpamilon wers to be
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